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Myrtle van Neel and Jamey Cupido from Van Neel Optometrist, together with Zelda Ellis and Lewis Silberbauer
from the Stellenbosch Rotary Club of which Myrtle is a member, and Jacques Geldenhuys from Zeiss Vision
revisited Cloetesville Primary School on 15 April 2019 to do the hand-over of the prescribed spectacles to the
learners who needed it.
At our first visit to the school, we had identified 40 learners who needed urgent attention to their vision. These
learners were transported with Usiko to the Van Neel optometrist for an intensive eye examination to determine
what their visual difficulties were and to address it via referral for further care or by assisting with a pair of
spectacles. Of these 40 learners, 31 learners received spectacles. Zeiss Vision Lab sponsored the lenses and the
Rotary Claremont Club sponsored the frames and cases.
Preparations started at the practise, where all the spectacles were sorted into boxes according to the learners’
grades with the help of Jacques Geldenhuys. Shortly after 10, we departed from the practise enroute to
Cloetesville Primary, where we met up with Zelda Ellis and Lewis of the Stellenbosch Rotary club. Upon arrival, we
were welcomed by Mrs Jacobs, the receptionist who showed us to the classroom where we could set up and do
adjustments if needed.
Whilst setting up our spaces, Mrs Jacobs assisted by gathering all the identified learners from their classes. Having
all equipment ready, it was a quick task to set up the photo booth, the waiting desk and the test station. The
waiting desk is where the pupils received their spectacles and lens cloth, in a nice colourful case. After receiving
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their spectacles, Myrtle van Neel fitted the learners with their spectacles, made adjustments if it was required at
the test station to ensure that the pupils brand news spectacles fit them perfectly.

We started with the grade 7’s, but could only see the one learner before it was recess. After recess we called in
the grade 6 learners and when we looked again, all the learners from grade 1-5 were in the room too, ready to
receive their spectacles!

The reaction of gratitude and appreciation that the learners showed was a clear indication that what we had done
for them had the potential to change their world and classroom activity.
With the benefit of having all the learners in the room, Jacques did a demonstration on how to take care of your
spectacles, and the learners were very interactive and responsive to his demonstration.
After all the learners received their spectacles, we took photographs of each grade, and also a group photograph
with all the learners and stakeholders.
All in all, it was a very great day to have given the learners the opportunity to improve their vision and know
that we had made a positive difference in their lives.
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